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Agenda for Contact Group 
[bookmark: _GoBack]UK Special Envoy; US Special Envoy; Minister of Foreign Affairs - Trumont; Sr. Political Advisor
After years of civil war in Danaan, peace may finally become reality.  Through the efforts of the Joint Mediation Team, and with the support of the Contact Group, the parties to the conflict have come to the peace table, but there is still much work to be done.  This current round of talks is taking place in Abayo, the capital of Trumont, and members of the Government of Danaan and the Alliance for Freedom and Democracy (AFD) are the primary participants. Representatives from international NGOs and Danaanian civil society are coming to Abayo and many are organizing meetings and activities around the peace talks, but none of these actors are present at the peace table.
You will be meeting as a team at 10:00am to discuss the draft peace agreement and the current situation in Danaan.  You need to attend this meeting to ensure the interests and objectives of your country are considered as the Contact Group develops its strategy and plans to push the peace talks forward.  You might or might not believe in negotiations as a viable solution for the conflict, but you cannot afford to miss out on this high-level series of meetings.   Members of the Contact Group have a wide range of opinions and interests and do not agree on everything concerning Danaan, but you hope that all are willing or able to come to a consensus on at least a few points.  You are hopeful that the Contact Group will be able to make some recommendations that align with your country’s capacities.
You will have about 30 minutes before your 10:00am meeting to do any necessary preparations for that meeting.  This might include sidebar discussions with potential allies or other actors or strategizing alone.  
Use the 10:00am meeting to clarify the positions and interests of the members of the Contact Group, as well as their expectations of the peace talks.  Try to identify any areas of common ground and begin to formulate a joint message as a group.
Your Contact Group has invested a lot of money and time into these talks; you want to see a positive return on your investment.  You will be meeting with the Joint Mediation Team at 11:30am to get an update on their progress with the two parties to the conflict.
As individuals, you’ll also want to identify potential allies on the ground in Danaan who may have similar interests to yours.  You know that most negotiations actually happen in an informal manner outside the formal peace talks, so you will need to take advantage of the time not dedicated to specific meetings to engage in sidebar discussions with those who can help you achieve your goals.  You are aware that members of civil society are present at these talks; it may be in your interest to engage with them as well, but this is certainly not your priority.
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]The JMT is hoping to bring the government and AFD together for bilateral peace talks during today’s session.  If you believe it is in your interest for that to happen, you can do whatever is in your power to help make this happen.  The parties are scheduled to leave Abayo at 3:30pm, so you will need to make the most of your limited time.
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